
10 Things You Should Know About …
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

1. Insurance companies are paying victims of medical negligence on average approximately
$30,000.  Average payouts have stayed virtually flat for the last decade. 1

2. Medical malpractice costs, as a percentage of national health care expenditures, are at an all time
low, 0.55 percent. 2

3. According to the National Academy of Sciences, up to 98,000 people are killed each year by
medical errors in hospitals -- far more than die from car accidents, breast cancer or AIDS.3

4. Total national costs (lost income, lost household production, disability and health care costs) of
negligence in hospitals are estimated to be between $17 billion and $29 billion each year. 4

5. Eight times as many patients are injured by medical malpractice as ever file a claim; 16 times as
many suffer injuries as receive any compensation. 5

6. Injured medical malpractice patients win before juries in only 23 percent of cases; in 1992, the
rate was 7.5 percent higher at 30.5 percent.6

7. Only 1.1 percent of medical malpractice plaintiffs who prevail at trial are awarded punitive
damages. 7

8. According to studies in several states, there is no correlation between where physicians decide to
practice and state liability laws or insurance rates. 8

9. Tort law limits do not lower insurance rates; states with little or no tort law restrictions have
experienced approximately the same changes in insurance rates as those states that have enacted
severe restrictions on victims’ rights.9

10. Numerous hospital and medical procedures have been made safer as a result of lawsuits,
including anesthesia procedures, catheter placements, drug prescriptions, hospital staffing levels,
infection control, nursing home care and trauma care. 10
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